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* T- NOW HE'S CRUISER AMONG COLLEGE MEN
: Followed the Primrose Path as a College Youth ' NN
Ted Mercer, Who Followed the Primrose Fath as ¢ g e .
- . . hu ] “C B k " w
and Later Found It Lined with Poison lvy, "Came Dack,
' ' ng Coll Men i
and His Business Now Is Helping College Men in |
al - \ a
\
Danger or Trouble—Men of National Repute 4
ik Hi ion and He Talks Morals ’
Back His Campaign and He Talks Morals
to 75,000 Young Men Yearly.
OWN in the famous old MecAuley Water ment. Gradually he took up with a more worldly Hix condition .\\--1'.1 from bad to worae, nnrl_lhe
Street Mission, where many a TUmM crowd, A year or so brought socisl ostracisn, winter found him poorly elad and .-m'h. \\_h‘al
soaked derelict has sought shelter and his family in despa st the young man to money he could serape together by doing odd jobs
from the cold and consolation in the Wilmington, Del., where . ¢ was given & place as went over the bars for more drink., He hﬂ-:m;f‘
aympathy of these who were in & position to un- a clerk in the Du Pont Powder Company. ”F“.ﬁ‘[ .Ihi the l:r:-au'l 1|l;t~s t\!lm:.\ T].:.""i‘:-:?: l»?ﬁ.;
.-.('ritunni him, Ted Mercer came to the concio Things went fairly well for a short time and I‘!n-‘l.‘ e went ‘“I..‘“' Aeaniey ¥ !. " ;"- 'Iﬂ
sion that he was at the brink of the eliff., It then Mereer began to exhibit his old trait: 1-|-u. .‘I\uh'r -'I: u;h--h- I|;- -\.n.‘ in -{";I’T"tll to tl%r I.\I'I‘Il mak
WaAS step to go over, and many weary miles more. One day ha « called into the office of the uphill fight 3 e \.u-nr_ |~l.l- l.m-n ¥ because
: ) W. A, Layfield and d that the company would he was sick, cold and utterly wretched, but ps he
of ne , £3968 " Yaft hiz home Ir dispense '“. th his services His plean to be it listening to the nightly talk it entered into hin
.(.i|, '_‘\. nl‘:'.‘-rl I:il- 1"_‘.;.-.-;::3- n‘ \_r.l ;,.;“.,5 to remuin until the end of the month so dulled brain [Ii!,l'. oven he might come back and
Back of him he had a family that for that he might resign waa not succe make n man of himself,
|:’|:I!I'\‘.:-".I‘.‘ nad o prominsht-part 18 the - around here ninute THE MISSION AND A JOB IN A MERCANTILE
:-iu'.o:-.' the State He had money long Id him a bad HOUSE.
i a personality that in exar Ll - With the aid of the superintendent of the
o popularity at the un the two men mel Tour mizsion and friends he gradually overcame the
f nte the MeAuley teon vent ater on a2 Pullman ear bound for the craving for whiskey and tled down to a amall
L 1 \ t Mr. Layfield, connected with the ob in n mereantile hous oon.he wns helping
P i Atlas Powder @ompuny, rvecopnized Mr. Mercor ther men who had fallen and who came strag-
time. 1 natantly, and Wervie L place be wling inte the mission, but he was always most
n . wus vastly different fror he one 1 nteres n thoze men who had started on the
e the Du Pont company’s offices down srade while they were in college The
I've heard of you Me number of them that he found there was pur-
d, “and 1 prigingly large, 1 he had o wide field in which
thi he going to Pr ton next fall, and dux to give counsel and aid
ume up than if he had always rema ned up ummer | ¥ ) 1 him up to \ From the beginning of his work in the mission
\ WELCOME VISITOR IN THE UNIVERSITIES ! e et s RS i ¢ was vemarkably successful in appealing to
o A A A ro t from th oulder he better of the college men who had
OF THR BAt%, © , 'HE TWO DEBAUCHEES GOING THE PACE  gone much the same way as himself. There
Each year Mr. Mercer talks to 75,000 coliege IN PHILADELPHIA. cemed to be something in his manner that drove
ot ihix suhieet of m s, ‘i-- ." -.'v:'i - .“ Yoot Wilmington Mercer went to Harrisburg me the truth to these men and filled them with
. y hen to Philn .. Tt ey B ¢ desire to lead a decent He did not
. edu he dr & 1 ‘ 1 into reach s to n ¢ that
; I I. 1 i r college 1 ! he b ( re.uild them
: s : it going Ive it} of the advantages
i gentlen i ond i ; Ry i G i living & clean life for the sake life itself
- - ; pp— BT i F 0 i in Mere e¢d to make them Christians in ']
& : ’ ’ " I en f4 and then let the realization that the)
D I | : A rtod athiey ad become Christ on them Inter. His
) r commitie 1l | many & ¢ man who had
ok . Wi iy : : N P to the bottom was helped to regain
: fe [ r | hi 1 [ as #o successful he was
: i i A [ ‘ it i nnt wperintendent of the mi
. WE- NS o Geni night after working in the mercantile honse
d there ' 1 . I ’ Il day he made his way to the mission and s
: ; " ' { t to the men w tr a lodging and
* 3t Lk Mrhan e left ends [ 1 lereer re wething solid to sche
.t" : : na ¢ fvantage - £l shicl \ CHANCE INCIDENT REUNITES MERCER _
== \ afiug about the street ; ANI) HIS FATHER. ‘
Virg s A . ; ¥ ; ihe time Mercer left Wilmington he had b I
t written corresponded in any way with : ;
b T ) ¢ : he wo fami i ast they had heard of him ; : P Q)
{ercer 1 . " hat he hod sunk beyc all hope of recla- s " :‘;x
g fe _. = ; ikl R r Mere felt that he had straightened } I P/
' \ i PR . RIEY : b and that he would forever more remaii / % 5:‘ g "__’ TR T @
. wvifgpadagina e jght, but he did not wish to go buck bi F £ b . -
nea 2 B FRIENDE AND BORROWED PROSPERITY AND b ywoved worthiness beyond all P
¢ I tE upor ! 1 in the exce THE BOWERY {f doubt It was by accident thmt his _/1\@/{?) @
it |4 ¢ turned L to gar nowever, ne dia to carned he had made a new start A reporter
Ke 1 anotnd L L £ tended 1 Yor Here e Tound a ne y by chanee strayed into the Water Street Mivgion
ear off 1} bad bits when he left college gly stuked him to enough 1 1 & hira e night in search of s human interest stor) M :DC ‘ID
Hut t e 1 to swear off he found that elf escnt i X ¢ 1 ' i ' i the platform tulking to the dere ‘E‘ C 6 @
} t ar | I encugh for time, buot as | I | b i of ¢ had gthered there for the night.
g but keeping { ‘ What he snid wa o unusual and ereated such mutic meeting. in which Mercer was taken back wwpanized @ committee to ourry it still furthe vith one wha knew whereof he spoke.
\ rier pocketbe ¢V 1 n evident impression on his audience that t} by his father As o result he was given n penk The a rage boy in coliege 18 & sirange
4 gra ! J mENIT eporter wrote a story that was published the Mercer finally began to devote his tir most bef un ntes n L animal. His disrespect f@r the man who
f shifting for h ! | t ollowing morning. A copy of the newspaper exclusively to working with the col - o'} F sl net the has seized upon vague, abstract theories o fe
S 3 L i W he Bowi . ate the hande of Mercer's father, who hur found among the down-and-outers, Tective nen iwch a way that he proverbial. But in Mr. Mercer they feel t
me =t r ) r £ ind T Mercer g to the tto ed to New York to see if it was true that ness in reaching this elass was so pronounced wnd eonfidence, and drove vl to they are confronted by a man who knows the
( L A3 r exc nere « b 1 ¥ on had been suved. There followed a dra that his work came to the at:ention of men who v because the men felt that lenling truth of what he is telling them because he |
experienced it. You ¢ expound the most sole
truths in the world to a college bey, but
STAGE CHILDREN 'HAVE THEIR OWN PRIVATE SCH )
" | respeet—and they do respect Mr. Mercer
There is no canting or smug hypocrisy when he
HERE'S a hitt] hool around the rner pervision of the K I H, Greer, Hishoy House," comi sry day now, but “Boots” McVine contained in the following statement from the limited na r of bedrooms. It wus when the facex u erowd of college boys. He does not
from Broudway at 46th st. that in its New York A (iree been ] months, beeause she's «srhool's charter: *“Its founders believe in ihe children to come that the idea o theorize or rant—nor does he open his talk with
Wiy quite as .II,_I ten] of the interest that advisory board of the school and one of it ‘ s d with “Daddy Long Legs."” .l..-f ':"“';"}": right of the child to be on the stage, provided it : -\|I'---5. came into Miss :iin'.'. + mind, A prayer.
church folk sometimes toks in stagofolk  yr , s i O O aar e dwivaciih THOA e DRSEREme e T SHATTERING DELIGHTFUL ILLUSIONS SUR.
« that other monument, dear to the hearts of all rests 2 T SR . ihe vepular public sshosl system ] 1._|n\|.nl t u—. ||I|-T.-..|1|.-n ..l ul:_u n P ‘ S I ROUNDING VICE.
ven | e deaco I " uii ; professional work of the child At this poin brought into I :
¢ hea 1 he “Lit Chu T't o Let no one g« he ides that, with all the ro The children in the primary grades study read the story Afte outlined her project It iz a dramatic rﬂtn“.”f the reas
Arour the 1 th I school n the Three Arts Club and 1anee attae to this school, there is anything ~g, literature and language (ineclud i behalf of the stuge kiddies, Thomas S. Me- morality 'lm':‘ I'_'” """I“" _“' _":.’r_“d e .
at 290 West 46t " 1t's little—almost hidder Rehearsal ( at 1 i i i ¢ character about the !:l-'!'-.r'«l'.-u': reproduction of stories and mgmorizi il Lune, the treasurer of the ¢lub, found a woman that, most of the delightiul ‘,;|_1_—Iﬂ."i‘:- ““‘ e 1I
R HY faet —but it has big features and bigger gort ol ution re d in the establishment of Club #chool. Its curricalum has been approved dven's poems), phonics, spelling, arithmetic, of means, who has thus far paid all the expenses round vice hang tattered \"]Jl.‘l'l he I:‘Jn'm'.g:‘., He
nossibilities. To spprecinte what it is to the the 1'hs I chu got int by the Board of Education, for instance, and an nature study, geography, writing, music ard of conducting the school. punctuates his rprr:urki".\.'.n the state ..u.l:_',_- of |
fession You must first understand It didr g1 wge children to g Ry RAReen w"'i“_-'” that the question dancing. In the grammar grades they study read The benefaction ia an wnonymous on Miss e h:’.:lm“ !nu--llr_u. u'.:.!n?'r:‘.'li.'-"‘ u.".-1. “.I!h-.r‘.”}.‘-"..
M the preblems of nto it o thirty-eight boys and i a ce comes under the truaney rules. So irg, liternture, grammar, composition, arithmetic, Hall hessslf does not know the iu-m‘furl-l:'- Aihe: he .I:a~ reum}u--i t,rlt:." m:.x W 1‘1‘:;::”.”. b:Lil»
tage s 1 enroll of the favor » AN o % 3 possibility of some tz.illlur'.-r poite pelling, writing, geography, history, French, Az the scho a part of the club, the officers of !]lh-':r'il Ij‘.-m: “nf: ;‘[ :‘“'_‘Tf‘-‘ “l‘j ‘Ifl_m;}llqueen: uu“h;
d, i the kiddies of the rank 1 i . shas h!1 KRON WiW, Rvn music and dancing. the latter compose in effect the school board. Tae 5% rtu.-. m.l-u o . = % e ; "
: : i 1 - . { d. because the “child in the play” is in . T s Ma - : ’ had thrown aside the gifts of the gods to sink
you mtust become acaus d with the woman to ho de i ! ved ho need it 71 1 g o T‘ ¥ Musie is taught by Mre. Thomus 5. Melane, ddent is i Jekn Greer, the daushter of Sl dhgs Crdet ot LS Sl Berktis it
hom it was left to ¢ this problem, and who Among the “eminent” pupils no 1d tf school. Th CORUBEENCY, Judging '_’-‘ one of the patronesses of the school. Miss Cor- op. Greer. Miss Hall is. secretary and deas l.‘” ! “""5' } Anded in ihe KI e ‘ ;
on Januar f ( €t shed The the Te t K hen the records of attendance in the school, will nelia Landon teaches French and the duncing coness in charge. On the “.{-_M.r\,-|.‘,“,.t ._.‘“- “Tk_l.t‘“' “hu-l.?‘hwr“f co.!e}xe h"”,lf"l\‘ _\N-.r--
Behearsal ( y Prot onal Children's Schoo! the olay } kept them up late Qtenhor ) classes are condueted by Gwendolen Condon and Rishop Gréer. the ‘Rev. Evnest M :;-'m-‘_ et !il"i‘\lll.n-l'-\l_h 1.}.1?11 follows the ‘:It.urg. u‘. 1i8 ‘n.u
Thet sn interesting narallel in the work of Davia: who played %o Jong: to the  delight of hool i= Ruth L. Smith, » fhth Crkigar: SEBL Phin s Bhevile Rikon Doty Haibees life m..!.l he stepped m!n.tl-.e .alr.- Street Mis
. 54 it 3 Yisela O A ) ST \ - ¢ . lifarnla s he HEE ; ) . 3 ! AR TREER IR LDos: ihree, sion and boegan over aguin. Without losing an
TAE EWD DouEni oMy ¢ Little Church Around  {housande, with Francis Wilson in “The Bache B ¥ of (Californts aud th The story of the growth of the school ided and G B. Hedges and Dr. Willinm 8. Thomas : : Saiand :
, who de- I York City. Miss Smith its relution to the Rehearsal Club makes the e D escturss dve: kanfillomsy Miss Holarsm. <|l.'-nln u.n:' !Ihw respect ’ has so f:r inspired, he te I8
the grammar grades, Miss Sehiool ke a1l the mbre ouklots dnd unlque:, At Bltas, Miri, Tea Davenpeit, Mis Hewy . Hovh. of raﬂ".l. downward step he took. He ends by sa: :
primary grades the bottom of it all is Miss Hall’s interest in the  Miss Rosina S, Hoyt, Miss Edith M. Kohlsaat, Mrs bigs Y1 have'no duxize I Le setlenperfest. 43
inclades, notwithstanding the small struggling women of the stage, both young and Ihomas 8. McLane, Mrs. Richard Mansfield, Mra. " ,m:lr Bater T:h;m s e
the v lar work of the elementary old. That was the object in founding the Re John J. Riker, Mrs, Frances LeB. Robbins, Miss Whan he hat Axished nis'talk. overy Wan. pres
tueh individusl insteuetion Is hearsal Club—to provide good, substantial food ars ] ). Miss Génce Seoville. Mok Willinea ent h.u" begun to think, and t.hmk seriously -
of the work is based on the need to women and children in the theatrical profes Iloane, Mrs. Alice M. Smith, Mrs. Breck P. Trow weighing vice against decency in a way I"'I Mas
P ssional work. One of the ion ut moderate prices snd to provide for its bridee, Mrs. James M. Virnum snd Mes. Willsrd m—\'er. hlﬂ," able to do before. And a college
neiples underlying the foundation is members attractive rest and clubrooms and a . Straight, tog. AN a;“‘h * IIII.IT-I”'MNICII CrAREUR): LN
cannot reach a sensible conclusion if yeu can get
FRANCIS WILSON TURNS TEACHER TO THE him te thinking
STAGE CHILD. APPEALS FROM HUNDREDS OF MEN WHO
t members of the profession are taking th ARE IN TROUBLE.
keencst interest inthe Rehearsal Club's undertak “Not a few of those who finally come ‘o me b¢
ing. ¥ Wilson, whose reputation for inter cause they are in frouble are the very cnes
enst in education of stage children iz nearly felt sure that 1 was exaggerating '“i.‘.
i great ns his success ux un actor, is one of 1*s beard me tulk at their university,” says Mr. Mer
MENEE) SUDRDFers: - Wiison ligemadaat s xule, cer. "They ure frank in admitting it and uc
f children who have played with him know only kngwledging that they were wrong.
too well how he adhered to it, to spend an howu “Helping college men is my business, and I
before every performance in heuring the child's want them to come to me when “w).‘“-n H
REI trouble. If they would only come the instant
ng on Misse Hall's interest in children treuble starts it would often be much easier for
b and of Fra Wilson’s also, a me to help them and get things straightened out
;. ’ :"“' "":-"' l"‘:ll It ow a8 not Fhey can always get in touch with me at 124 East
\ Tw I_ ..II". i J.'.“' o BN W ladw, 2¥th st., New York City, and 1 want them to do 12
SRR RS R T Reni l while or en they need a friend.
._|.I by Bishop Greer uml'”l' ..I ‘ Ilu_l" bac "_“: tvery yeur and a4 comparison of the conditions
ot i girmadflnath I'I-| h. ._.‘-...;- n '.I.rl .«.\.mrh thqse of ten }-eurn_agu ia astounding
dekaiitg, for theam phldrs ‘_I" esslon (@ I think that it is due not a little to the demand
T B o Who play was a :n the business world for efficiency, because yau
‘ 3 SPRC those parents who were cure can't have efficiency of the best type when you
ful mIr .»-v: that 1'.'.-' children were aught by pri drink and dissipate.” \
6 s I:,?__:_‘Hl;ﬁ'_.ll __';””l:'l:"n"zl']_::"'h i"'_“ I""'tll"!" In the last few years muny men of national
childtron who carme to the l‘.u‘i|'~. r A BANe “" r'-p‘ututlun have become interested in Mr, h}er-
sehool was started, that they ""'I“_'-‘ b""": the rer's work. Among tl:wrn are John R. Mott, \hll:
tuught at all. Ti\"' ll'uv--tluh. uf} l!“z‘ '." ]:,;?l i.bhi. iam_J. Schiaffelln, Clevelsnd Dll‘d[t. Robest: %
tion has been one of the chi f ."' ‘h'. e Speer, Stephen Baker, Alfred E. Morling and
ROk gt ef weapons of thoge William Sloane. All of these have publicly pro-
ppose children on the stage; but the Re. claimed him as a man who is deing a highly
Learsal Club disarms these oppongnt doe important and necessary work. On the commit-
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